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cidentally. So it is up to the educated indirectly and tc the
institutions of physical education directly to see that these
activities are rejuvinated and given due social recognition.
There is another offshoot of folk-dance the tamas'ha
of Maharashtra, which is already being recognized as a^potent
instrument of mass-education.
The familiarity of incidents presented, simplicity and.dire-
ctness of language, naive presentation, coarseness or humour,
sarcastic references to social and economic inequality, lack of
artistic euphemisms and euphuisms and obscenity in an overt
form are the principal factors that have given the tamasha
the popularity that it enjoys to-day among the masses. The
common man sees his own problems, his own hopes and
aspirations* his own pleasures, sorrows and miseries presented
in the tamasha which, naturally, has a direct appeal for him,
The lewd and obscene in the tamaslia deserves to be
-condemned beyond a cavil, but with this qualification, the
institution ought to be encouraged and utilised for educating
the masses. Here, again, the educated must come forward
to prevent this powerful vehicle of mass education from
degenerating into low and unworthy recreation.
Important festive occasions occur ing during the cycle
of a year can conveniently be utilized for organizing folk-
dances. Wrestling tournaments are traditionally held even
to-day on many of these occasions. It is thus easy to intro-
duce this new activity as much of the organizational work
has to be done even to-day for the wrestling tournaments.
Temple funds can be diverted for the organization of
dances. For discouraging petty jealousies and rivalries and
encouraging group-feeling, it should be made obligatory for
the participants in a wrestling bout to join in a common
dance-rally. Lezim which is already popular with jkhadas
participating in the wrestling tournaments should come in
handy for the purpose.
To sum up. the age-old institution of folk-4ance that
originally attracted people because of its magical significance-
a significance which later faded into background with the